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“I'm glad to be able to take 
another course from LTC! 

My expectations for this 
course are to learn more in 

depth about Muslim 
theological movements 

and the historical contexts 
for how they became to be 
what they are in. I am also 

hoping to learn more about 
how these movements 
varied across different 

areas of the world, since 
I'm currently working at an 

international school and 
work with Muslim refugees 
from very different areas of 

the world.” 

-K.W. 

 

“I'm very excited to be 
taking this course! I've 

taken Encountering the 
World of Islam and have 
actually lived in a Muslim 

village for two years, but I 
haven't been well 

equipped to engage with 
Muslims apologetically. 

With this course  
I expect to get a solid 
understanding of how 

Islam developed,  
where and why there are 

differences, and how  
to use this knowledge to 

effectively engage 
Muslims.” 

-R.H. 

Enabling thoughtful Christian Engagement with Muslims 
January 2017 

Our Spring 2017 course offering, taught by Benjamin Hegeman, is the largest ever class 

in the Christian study of Islam at Houghton College! This semester the focus is on 

Islamic history— the pride and joy of Muslims worldwide. However, Muslims today do not 

agree on how to interpret their own history, leading to several competing narratives to 

explain their “glorious past” to a modern audience. In this course students are examining 

the historical development of Islam in the areas of theology, philosophy, jurisprudence, 

governance, literature and culture.  

Thanks to its cross-listing as a History, Political Science, Religion, Missions and 

Intercultural Studies course we have 38 undergraduate students registered in the class 

on campus and 17 students in the LTC online version, facilitated by Don Little. We’re 

looking forward to lots of exciting discussions and interactions about the development of 

Islam.  

As Benjamin teaches the course are recording class lectures and uploading them the 

same day for online students to access from wherever they are (including the Middle 

East, East Africa and Australia). Just to give you an idea of what students will be 

wrestling with, each has to complete a ten-page paper by the end of the course arguing 

for or against one of these theses (among others): 

 The Early Abbasid Caliphate was truly a “Golden Age.” 

 The Fatimid Caliphate was tolerant towards Coptic Christianity. 

 Muslims wiped out Christianity in the Maghreb and Nubia.  

 The Indian Mughal Empire was a tolerant civilization.  

 African Jihadists were the first colonists of their own race.  

 Muslim women played a dominant role in the advancement of global Islam.  

 The Wahhabis in Arabia restored true Islam. 

 

History of Islamic Theology & 

Movements Course begins 

First day of the History of Islam class at Houghton College! 



Comings & Goings... 
Benjamin & Christine Hegeman returned to Houghton at the end of 2016 after 

several months in Benin, West Africa in their service as SIM missionaries in residence 

at  École Biblique en Langue Baatonou. Along with his work there at the Bible school 

Benjamin traveled in both West and East Africa meeting with and teaching among 

pastors and missionaries in various settings. He is particularly grateful for the 

relationships that are developing with brothers and sisters at Africa International 

University in Nairobi where he is leading a cohort of students in the Islamic 

Foundations course. The LTC is excited about the potential for this fruitful partnership 

with AIU in empowering even more men and women for ministry in Muslim contexts in 

the future.  

Right after the holidays Benjamin led an Introduction to Muslim Peoples course for 

Asbury Theological Seminary’s January term. One student remarked, “I just wanted to 

say thank you again for such a wonderful class … I truly learned a ton under your 

teaching. Studying Islam has rekindled my love for Christ even more!” 

Don & Jeanie Little continue to serve students around the world as well— Don 

through teaching and leading courses and seminars, and Jeanie as she accompanies 

people on their journeys with God as a Spiritual Director.  

Don has been developing relationships with a Nigerian mission organization in order to 

launch Understanding Islam & Ministering to Muslims, a three-year training course 

encompassing all that we have to offer in terms of academic preparation for work in 

the Muslim world. The first year, scheduled to start this summer, focuses on the Qur’an 

and Sira (biography of Muhammad). The next year focuses on Islam and culture in 

order to help workers understand the dynamics of Folk Islamic principles in their 

localities. The third year highlights the practical issues related to engaging Muslims 

with the Gospel, developing disciples of Christ and planting churches in Muslim 

contexts.  

All of this is set to launch after Advancing the Impossible, a stand-alone week-long 

course for pastors and other interested laypeople in Lagos, Nigeria August 8-16, 2017! 

Gail Schlosser is looking forward to a new season of ministry in Buffalo, NY 

after two years based in Houghton. Working among refugees there will enable her to  

return to her roots of developing relationships with Muslim families and enjoy the city 

living that she’s come to love from her time overseas. She’ll remain fully committed to 

her role within the LTC and will teach and speak and mentor alongside Don and 

Benjamin as the opportunities arise. 

Benjamin spent time with students around the world this past semester! 

Introduction to Islam 
course feedback: 
 

Gail enjoyed teaching an Intro to Islam 

course for Wesley Biblical Seminary 

which met four weekends throughout 

the Fall semester in Greenwood, 

Indiana. Her seminar-sized class of 

eight students focused on:  

► Origins and early history of Islam; 

basic beliefs and practices. 

► Growth and expansion of Islam. 

► Contemporary Issues in the Muslim 

World. 

► Approaches to ministry among 

Muslims at home and abroad.  

Here’s what students had to say: 

“I feel better equipped and empowered 

to learn and build relationships with 

Muslims and with other Christians who 

are curious about this topic.”  

“The course content helped to explain 

the current state of affairs around the 

world.”   

“Thanks for making prayer a priority of 

the class.” 

“Overall: awesome!” 



Don Little: Director, Professor, Missiologist, Author & Editor!  
 
 

Don wears many hats in life— including editor of 
Pioneers’ journal SEEDBED, for practitioners working in 
Muslim contexts. The last issue published focused on 
the experiences of workers in volatile locations around 
the world. [If you’d like to subscribe to SEEDBED, 
contact us for details!] 
 
Not only does SEEDBED get conversations started 
among practitioners, it provides a valuable service in 
each issue via thoughtful book reviews. 
 
Here is an excerpt adapted from Phil Parshall’s review 
of Lessons Learned in the Lion’s Den by Daniel Waheli 
(William Carey Library, 2014): 
 
It was one very dark night in the small capital city on the 
edge of the Sahara. Dust permeated the air as we 
drove to a poor area of town. I was met by Daniel 
(pseudonym) and his lovely wife and was ushered into 
one of the most basic two rooms in which I have ever 
seen missionaries dwell. Three Muslim families shared 
the same compound, as well as one tiny toilet. 
The kids and Daniel’s wife retired to the smaller room. 
Soon 15 young men filed in and made themselves 
comfortable sitting side by side on the basic rug. I was 
introduced and proceeded to share, through Daniel’s 
interpretation, the basics of Christian discipleship to 
these believers from Muslim background, all of whom 
had been believers for less than six months. This 
occurred in a country where authorities boast that 100 
percent of their population is Muslim… and will remain 
so! It was a sobering experience to observe this godly family share their hearts and meagre resources with this 
fledging group of new converts. All who gathered in that room risked prison sentences for their association with the 
Gospel. 
 
Fast forward to some years later when Daniel and his family moved to an East African country known for a more 
radical brand of Islam. Daniel was kept under observation by the secret police. At a certain point they moved in 
and arrested Daniel, confining him in a dirty prison cell for two months. Daniel determined from the outset that he 
would fervently seek the Lord. For him, this meant immersing himself in the Bible that his captors allowed him to 
have. Daniel fasted and only drank water for the first ten days in jail. Repeatedly he experienced words of 
prophecy and comfort from the Lord. He memorized Scripture and sang hymns. Added to this was hours he spent 
in intercession for family, friends and Muslims worldwide. Daniel was only allowed three brief visits with his wife 
and two young children. One of the guards watched their interaction closely and commented, ‘There is so much 
love in your family. I would like to have such a family one day.’ 
 
Finally, after such a frightening ordeal, the authorities demanded he pay a small fine and then released him. 
However, along with his immediate expulsion from the country, more than two hundred other Christian workers 
were required to leave. Sadly, a number of converts were interrogated and even tortured. Such are the perils of 
witnessing in a volatile Muslim context. 
 
Upon release, Daniel and his family took on the challenge of sharing Christ as residents in a land of over 100 
million Muslims. They remain there today. 
 
 
Dr. Phil Parshall completed graduate studies at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School (M.A.), Wheaton Graduate School (M.A.), Fuller Theological 
Seminary (D. Miss.) and Fellowships at Harvard and Yale Divinity School. He has been a missionary among Muslim people for the past 44 
years. He also has authored Muslim Evangelism (Authentic) and Lifting the Veil (InterVarsity Press).  



Contact us: 

The Lilias Trotter Center 

PO Box 173 

Houghton NY 14744 

(585) 567-9636 

info@liliastrottercenter.org 

 

Visit us on the web at 

www.liliastrottercenter.org 

Thank you! 
Because of your generosity we were able to invest in video recording equipment 

for our classes. Don was thorough in his research and found two quality 

cameras and all the necessary accessories in order for us to film both our formal 

and informal presentations over the next few years.  

Now we’re focusing our energy on raising 

the finances for our 2017 travel expenses. 

Because all three of us are supported 

missionaries, our LTC budget is simple: 

travel and small administrative expenses. 

P.S. Last year we received an anonymous 

$20 Western Union check but it sadly 

remains uncashed as it was made out to 

‘The Lilias Trotter Center.’ Please note that 

checks should be payable to Pioneers, as 

they are our ‘umbrella’ organization.  

Your gift will make a difference: 
 

The Lilias Trotter Center is unique because we take our courses to where practitioners are, rather than 

have them come to us. This saves them the expense and inconvenience of leaving their ministry 

situations but means we need to cover our travel costs above and beyond our own support budgets.  

 

For 2017 we’ve estimated a travel budget of about $12,000, which includes flights and travel expenses 

as we travel to a variety of locations (Lagos, Jos and Nairobi, among others) to serve missionaries and 

their teams. 

           Please consider giving a gift today! 

To give in the U.S., simply click here or send a check payable to Pioneers with a note attached that 

your gift is for the LTC account number 150754 to 

 Pioneers, 10123 William Carey Dr., Orlando, FL 32832 

To give in Canada, click here or send a check payable to Pioneers with a note attached that your gift 

is for the LTC account number 33340 to  

Pioneers, 51 Byron Ave., Dorchester, ON N0L 1G2 

http://www.liliastrottercenter.org
https://give.pioneers.org/p-95-lilias-trotter-center.aspx
https://pioneers.ca/give/give-online

