
THE LILIAS TROTTER CENTER 

“Take the very hardest 
thing in your life – the 

place of difficulty, outward 
or inward, and expect God 
to triumph gloriously in that 

very spot.  Just there He 
can bring your soul into 

blossom.”      
           

-Lilias Trotter, 
Parables of the Cross 

 

Miriam Rockness,  
Lilias’s biographer  

and author of  
A Passion for the 

Impossible,  
has a wonderful blog 

dedicated to the  
art and writings of  

Lilias Trotter. 
  

Visit it here! 

Enabling thoughtful Christian Engagement with Muslims 
Fall 2016 

This spring we ran our first six-month-long courses through the Lilias Trotter Center. From 

January to June I (Don) tracked with four men and four women from five countries who are 

working and ministering among Arabic-speaking Muslims in the UK, Morocco, Tunisia, the 

UAE and Bahrain, as together they studied both the Qur’an and the official biography of 

Muhammad. Benjamin taught the same material to more than twenty Wesley Biblical 

Seminary students from several countries and well as to a handful of workers in East Africa.  

 Benjamin has taught versions of this course for more than ten years and I have taught it 

to Houghton students twice. It was a very different experience teaching this course to 

seasoned practitioners. We had such rich and instructive online dialogues and the depth 

with which some of them read the Qur’an was stunning. I am sure that I learned as much as 

they did as I interacted with them: practitioners who probably average almost 20 years of 

ministry experience each. It was a joy and privilege to study together with people who are 

living amongst Muslims and interacting with them every day! 

 In June Benjamin and Christine and I gathered with six members of the Arab world 

cohort in Dubai. We had meaningful days together reflecting on the ministry implications of a 

deeper study of Muhammad, the Qur’an and Islam. One student was impacted by: 

“… the prevalence of the use of fear of judgment and hell to motivate (within Islam). 
There are so many graphic references to hell.… It is used first as a way to motivate 
people to worship Allah alone, and not join him with other gods, but later it is the way 
the Muhammad holds on to his power, by threatening hellfire to anyone who 
challenges him…. This spirit of darkness and of fear that permeate the Qur’an also 
permeates the cultures that are influenced by that religion. I’ve encountered that 
darkness and fear living in North Africa, and felt like I encountered the source of it in 
reading the Quran. It filled me with pity for the way that generations and whole 
nations have been blinded and broken by that spirit of darkness and fear.”   

The Joy of Teaching  

Experienced Practitioners 

This same student/missionary “also saw the contrast 

between the kingdom of this world and the Kingdom of 

God so much more clearly. Muhammad built his 

kingdom through power, through honor, through the 

sword…. There is no place for ‘my strength is made 

perfect in weakness’ or ‘bless those who persecute 

you.’ I’m so grateful that Jesus set the example of how 

to respond when we are insulted or dishonored.” 

 Though overall the courses went well, there are 

many lessons to be learned as we seek to make these 

resources available to busy practitioners. Pray for us as 

we shape the next course on the History of Islam in 

the Spring of 2017 so that we can deliver it in ways 

that are most helpful to those who need it.  
Benjamin teaching Lilias Trotter Center students in Dubai. 

https://ililiastrotter.wordpress.com/


Summer ministry: LTC Faculty 
Benjamin and Christine not only taught in Dubai, they spent two weeks in East 

Africa serving Lilias Trotter Center students and partners. Benjamin said it was “wall-to-

wall teaching and speaking of Jesus and Islam. Thanks to the sponsorship of Walter G. 

(SIM-Life Challenge Africa), our days were packed.” As well as visiting African 

International University, Benjamin preached at Tigoni church (adjacent to Kenya 

Baptist Theological College). The next two days Benjamin led Lilias Trotter seminars 

with his spring online students in Nairobi, followed by two teaching sessions in 

Mombasa. The trip was capped with an eight-hour bus ride to northern Tanzania for 

two days of lectures. This trip illustrates our commitment to go to where missionaries 

are to help equip them for informed, fruitful and enduring ministry.  

Don and Jeanie had a full summer as well — starting with a 19-day class trip to 

Morocco with nine students from Houghton College. They spent the first week in Fez, 

the religious capital of the country. Students studied Moroccan Arabic, toured the old 

city, heard some fascinating lecturers on women in Morocco and Moroccan Islam and 

spent two nights in Moroccan homes. After this they toured two-thirds of the country, 

passing through the Atlas Mountains, riding camels into the dessert, trudging around 

Marrakech and spending a night in a Berber village. The highlight for the students was 

having extended conversations with half a dozen long-term workers about the 

challenges and opportunities of ministering in a land so resistant to the Gospel. They 

were deeply moved to hear a Moroccan woman, the age of their mothers, share the 

enduring joy and sense of freedom she experiences in Christ, even though her 

circumstances are far from easy.  

Gail was privileged to attend the Middle East Consultation at the Arab Baptist 

Theological Seminary in Beirut, Lebanon in June. This gathering of over 230 people 

(pastors, students, missionaries, NGO leaders) from around the world wrestled with the 

reality that  many, many refugees from non-Christian backgrounds are now regularly 

fellowshipping in Christian churches in the region. While many are coming to faith in 

Jesus, others are not but continue to attend church. The speakers and discussion 

sessions stimulated ideas about hospitality and outreach in response to what God is 

doing in the Middle East and further afield. Gail also enjoyed spending time with 

teammates from her years in Lebanon, as well as many visits with Lebanese and 

Syrian friends.  

A student receiving her LTC certificate for completing the Islamic Foundations course. 

A Christian 
Introduction  
to Islam 
Gail has the joy this semester of  

teaching an introductory course on 

Islam to eight students through 

Wesley Biblical Seminary at their 

Greenwood, IN extension site.  

They meet in person four 

weekends throughout the Fall 

semester for their 30 class hours. 

Students complete their 

assignments during the weeks in 

between.  

The class include single 

professional women, a mission 

organization’s training director, a 

young married couple who work at 

a Bible college in Kentucky, and 

two pastors.  

 

Islamic 
Foundations 
Benjamin is offering this course to 

three PhD students via LTC’s 

newest partner, Africa International 

University in Kenya.  

After this trio watches videos online 

and completes assigned readings, 

they will then meet together on 

their own campus using discussion 

questions initiated by Benjamin. In 

November Benjamin will visit them 

in Nairobi to help them integrate 

their learning into their ministry. 

The online course platform works 

surprisingly well to foster and 

facilitate this deeper Christian 

study of Islam! Please pray for 

these men and women, as well as 

all those taking LTC courses here 

in the U.S. and around the world. 

http://www.aiu.ac.ke/
http://www.aiu.ac.ke/


 
Book Review:  
Killing Christians, by Tom Doyle 
 

Tom Doyle takes the reader on a rollercoaster ride through the lives of faithful 

believers from Muslim backgrounds in Somalia, Syria, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Egypt 

and the Gaza Strip. Doyle has done a thorough job researching and recording 

the details of each of their experiences. His writing style is clear and unflinching 

as he describes the horrors which these brothers and sisters have endured. A 

note of caution: this graphic book is not for the faint of heart – but it is a must-

read for all those interested in what’s happening in the Muslim world. Contrary to 

what we see on the nightly news, God is at work! 

 We first meet Azzam, who travels under corpses in coffins in order to 

smuggle Bibles from Kenya to Somalia. Azzam says that he ‘loves the irony that 

caskets for dead people are used by God to bring new life into Somalia!’ This dear brother, a former Somali pirate 

and son of a warlord, came to faith as he encountered Jesus in visions and led others to faith at great cost to 

himself (and them).  

 We also meet our Syrian brother Farid, who is brought to tears as he encounters an underground fellowship of 

believers from Sunni and Alawite backgrounds worshiping together and washing each other’s feet as those 

aboveground are killing each other. He asks us to pray for Syrian Christians but not to feel sorry for them because 

‘We have never been more free’ (42). We read about Dori and her perilous journey from Syria to Jordan as well as 

her journey to faith through the kindnesses of believers and the ministry of a church in Amman. She reminds us 

that ‘…when you are in Jesus you can never be a refugee. You are not forgotten’ (73).  

 In chapter four we meet Shukri. One of his dear friends took the risk of introducing Shukri to fellow Iraqi 

believers at a clandestine prayer meeting and  he was overwhelmed by their authentic love and care. His decision 

to follow Jesus comes at a great cost. Tasyir, also from Iraq, traces his journey to faith back to an American soldier 

who gave him a Bible and said to him, ‘I pray that the Lord of heaven watches out for you and your family’ (104).  

 Next we meet Mina, a young girl from Saudi Arabia who loves to party on visits to Dubai who comes to faith 

through a fellow Saudi Christian convert and dreams of Jesus. Another beautiful friendship is profiled between a 

young Egyptian Christian man and his Muslim friend amidst the turbulent Arab Spring in Cairo, which sets the 

stage for chapter seven.  

 In the final chapter we meet Ali, a Palestinian-American Doyle describes as someone who ‘could have passed 

for a member of Hamas. If there were a poster to recruit young Gazans, his twenty-eight-year-old, olive-skinned 

Arab face … would provide the ideal photo’ (175). Ali leads a group of four Palestinian believers from Muslim 

backgrounds, some of whom risk their lives to pray in the tunnels through which terrorists travel to Israel. Doyle 

writes that after Ali is ordered home by the American government, the four men realize that if it hadn’t been for him 

they ‘would likely be living the life of a terrorist—always afraid, always suppressing their own fear by inflicting 

greater fear on others. Ali had nurtured them in their faith. Now they would have to do that for each other’ (184).  

I leave the rest of that story for you to discover.  

 As an American Christian this book convicted me. We have no clue what it means to suffer for Jesus. I feel 

humbled and privileged to have had this intimate glimpse into the lives and, sometimes deaths, of these dear 

brothers and sisters in Christ. If you are brought to despair by the headlines, read this book. If you want to know 

how better to pray for the persecuted church, read this book. If you want real and vivid reminders that God is 

building his church and nothing will prevail against it, read this book! 

 

This book review by Gail Schlosser originally appeared in Seedbed: Practitioners in Conversation (Sept. 2016, Vol. XXX, No 1), 

a journal edited by Don Little and published by Pioneers. If you’re interested in receiving a copy, contact us! 



Contact us: 

The Lilias Trotter Center 

PO Box 173 

Houghton NY 14744 

(585) 567-9636 

info@liliastrottercenter.org 

 

Visit us on the web at 

www.liliastrottercenter.org 

Many Beautiful Things 
It’s a joy to see more people discover the life and ministry of Lilias Trotter 

through the film Many Beautiful Things— a stunningly beautiful documentary 

produced by Hisao Kurosawa. From the film’s website: The film “plunges 

viewers into the complex age of Victorian England to meet Lilias Trotter, a 

daring young woman who defied all norms by winning the favor of England's top 

art critic, John Ruskin. With her legacy on the line, Lilias made a stunning 

decision that bids us to question the limits of sacrifice. As Lilias journeys to 

French Algeria in the late 1800’s to pioneer missionary work with women and 

children, viewers are left to wonder ‘Could you abandon a dream to pursue your 

true calling?’ Featuring the voices of Michelle Dockery (Downton Abbey) and 

John Rhys-Davies (Lord of the Rings).”  

See it Wednesday, September 14th! 
Pearce Church in Rochester (4322 Buffalo Rd, North Chili, NY 14514) will be 

hosting a screening on Wednesday 9/14 at 6.30 pm in their Fellowship Hall.  

All are welcome to come and enjoy this beautiful film about an extraordinary 

woman of God who inspires our work and ministry. 

Your gift will make a difference! 
 

The Lilias Trotter Center is unique because we take our courses to where practitioners are, rather than 

have them come to us. This saves them the expense and inconvenience of leaving their ministry 

situations but means we need to cover our travel costs above and beyond our own support budgets.  

 

For 2016 we’ve estimated a travel budget of about $12,000, which includes flights and travel expenses 

for Gail and the Hegemans and the Littles as they travel to a variety of locations (Nairobi, Dubai and 

Lagos among others) to serve missionaries and their teams. 

          

         Won’t you please consider giving a gift today? 

To give in the U.S., simply click here or send a check payable to Pioneers with a note attached that 

your gift is for the LTC account number 150754 to 

 Pioneers, 10123 William Carey Dr., Orlando, FL 32832 

To give in Canada, click here or send a check payable to Pioneers with a note attached that your gift 

is for the LTC account number 33340 to  

Pioneers, 51 Byron Ave., Dorchester, ON N0L 1G2 

http://www.liliastrottercenter.org
http://www.manybeautifulthings.com
https://give.pioneers.org/p-95-lilias-trotter-center.aspx
https://pioneers.ca/give/give-online

