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“One thing I am now 

sure of - whatever my 

grade ends up being, 

the value of this study 

for my life and ministry is 

many times more 

precious.”       -R.P. 

Islamic Foundations course 
challenges and encourages 
 

The feedback we’ve been receiving from students taking our Islamic 

Foundations course has been overwhelmingly positive. While it is a hefty 

commitment in terms of reading, processing and responding, most 

students have relished the challenge! 

 

Some of the 40+ students from around the world are taking this LTC 

course as a standard 15-week offering through Wesley Biblical Seminary 

while others are taking it as a six-month hybrid course, combining study 

through WBS’s online classroom with a residential in either East Africa or 

the Middle East this June. We at the LTC are full of gratitude to Dr. Gareth 

Cockerill and his team at WBS for making this a reality! 

Students are reading through the entire Qur’an in chronological order as 

well as studying the authoritative biography of Muhammad by Ibn Ishaq. 

Each week they have to wrestle with key issues presented by professors 

Dr. Benjamin Hegeman and Dr. Don Little. The online discussions create 

a ‘virtual learning community’ which fosters wonderful cross-fertilization of 

ideas as well as encouragement for workers in Muslim contexts.  

Our students are pastors, missionaries and laypeople in the US and 

Canada as well as in the Middle East and Africa who have a deep 

commitment to going beneath the surface to study Islam from a Christian 

perspective based on Islam’s own source documents. Pray for them as 

they balance their daily responsibilities with the challenges of this 

coursework! 

Enabling thoughtful Christian Engagement with Muslims . Spring 2016 

 

The LTC Team: 
(from L to R) 

 

 Benjamin & Christine  

Hegeman 

 Gail Schlosser 

 Paul & Debbie Shea 

 Don and Jeanie Little 

“I am loving this course 

and learning a ton! This 

is really going to help my 

ministry in West Africa.” 

-J.R.  

“Learning a ton and 

loving the class!” -C.G.  

http://wbs.edu/
http://www.amazon.com/Life-Muhammad-I-Ishaq/dp/0196360331/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1458310178&sr=8-2&keywords=life+of+muhammad


Dr. Hegeman 

visits Asbury Seminary 
In March Benjamin and Christine attended a Ministry Conference hosted by the 

Asbury Theological Seminary Beeson International Center featuring Alex 

McManus, founder of the International Mentoring Network, and Dr. Stephen 

Seamands, who leads seminars, retreats and spiritual renewal events across the 

United States.  

Benjamin presented a four-hour seminar in three sessions focusing on the seven 

crises within Islam, the challenges facing Muslims today, and our opportunities to 

reach Muslims using ten “love languages.” He reports that these were all well-

received and generated much discussion. 

Benjamin enjoyed fruitful meetings with Dr. Timothy Tennent (ATS President),  

Dr. Greg Okesson (Dean of the E. Stanley Jones School of World Mission and 

Evangelism) and Dr. Winfield Bevins (Director of Asbury Seminary’s Church 

Planting Initiative). He and Christine also enjoyed attending several workshops, 

student chapel, a hymn sing and meeting up with two Houghton College alums! 

January 2017 Course Scheduled at ATS 
We look forward to deepening our partnership with Asbury as Benjamin teaches 

“Muslim Peoples and Mission” during the first week of January 2017. This 3-credit 

course is described in the seminary’s course catalogue as an introduction to the 

“structure, beliefs, and practices of Islam. Special emphasis is placed on a study 

of the theology of the Qur'an. The student reads and studies the Qur'an along with 

important selections from the Hadith, Shari'a law and Sufi writings. Throughout the 

course there is a concern to demonstrate how Islamic thought compares and 

contrasts with Christian revelation and how the gospel can be most effectively 

communicated to members of the Islamic faith.”  

The flag of Morocco 

Asbury Theological Seminary in Asbury, Kentucky. 

Dr. Little 
visits 
Morocco 
When he wears his ‘Missiologist’ 

hat (one among many!) Don has 

the opportunity to visit workers on 

the field who are faithfully serving 

God and local people.  

Recently he visited  those in 

Morocco to encourage them by 

leading many seminars and 

sessions over a two-week period. 

He enjoyed reconnecting with 

those he and Jeanie knew during 

their ten years living in Morocco as 

well as meeting new people in 

various cities. Pray for those on 

the ground who are living out the 

gospel in a variety of ways among 

Moroccans!  

Houghton College 
Morocco May Term 
Nine Houghton College students, 

along with Don and Jeanie Little 

and their adult daughter Megan, 

will spend more than two weeks in 

Morocco for a 3-credit May term 

course. They will travel the length 

and breadth of the country to 

experience its people, history, 

language, customs and cuisine! 

Pray for the students and for the 

Littles as they seek to be loving 

ambassadors each stop along the 

way. Pray too for safe travels. 

http://asburyseminary.edu/


 
Seminar on 
Islam  
at Houghton 
Wesleyan 

Church 

 

In late January the faculty 

of the Lilias Trotter 

Center spent a Saturday 

at Houghton Wesleyan 

Church speaking on 

Islam and issues related 

to the Muslim world. 

Nearly 100 people 

gathered to learn what 

God is doing around the 

world today! 

(Above) Gail Schlosser 

with the keen students 

from Houghton College 

who attended the 

seminar. 

 

(Right) Paul Shea hosted 

our day at HWC.  

Benjamin Hegeman 

spoke on the internal 

crises within Islam today. 

 

Don Little teaching at Houghton Wesleyan Church 

Training in Churches 
Although it’s not our primary focus, we do our best to 

present relevant, thoughtful and in-depth information in 

local churches when we are asked to address issues 

related to Islam and Muslims. We’re thankful for our recent 

Saturday seminar at Houghton Wesleyan Church as well 

as a series of six Wednesday evening presentations at 

Pearce Church in Rochester. Christians are eager to learn 

and to know how to respond to the people and issues 

dominating the news! 

http://www.hwchurch.org/
http://www.pearcechurch.org


Contact us: 

The Lilias Trotter Center 

PO Box 173 

Houghton NY 14744 

(585) 567-9636 

info@liliastrottercenter.org 

 

Visit us on the web at 

www.liliastrottercenter.org 

Many Beautiful Things 
It’s a joy to see more people discover the life and ministry of Lilias Trotter through 

the film Many Beautiful Things— a stunningly beautiful documentary produced by 

Hisao Kurosawa. From the film’s website: The film “plunges viewers into the 

complex age of Victorian England to meet Lilias Trotter, a daring young woman 

who defied all norms by winning the favor of England's top art critic, John Ruskin. 

With her legacy on the line, Lilias made a stunning decision that bids us to 

question the limits of sacrifice. As Lilias journeys to French Algeria in the late 

1800’s to pioneer missionary work with women and children, viewers are left to 

wonder ‘Could you abandon a dream to pursue your true calling?’ Featuring the 

voices of Michelle Dockery (Downton Abbey) and John Rhys-Davies (Lord of the 

Rings).”  

Local Screenings: 
We’ll be showing the film at two churches in the Southern Tier in early April—  

do come and join us if you can at Fillmore Wesleyan Church on Saturday, April 

2nd at 7pm or at Houghton Wesleyan Church on Sunday, April 3rd at 6.30pm.  

Your gift will make a difference! 
 

The Lilias Trotter Center is unique because we take our courses to where practitioners are, rather than 

have them come to us. This saves them the expense and inconvenience of leaving their ministry 

situations but means we need to cover our travel costs above and beyond our own support budgets.  

 

For 2016 we estimate a travel budget of $12,000, which includes flights for Gail and the Hegemans to 

get to Nairobi and Don and Jeanie to go to Dubai for the Islamic Foundations course residentials; and 

for Don, Benjamin and Gail to travel and teach a course for African workers in Lagos, Nigeria.  

          

         Won’t you please consider giving a gift today? 

To give in the U.S., simply click here or send a check payable to Pioneers with a note attached that 

your gift is for the LTC/account number 150754 to 

 Pioneers, 10123 William Carey Dr., Orlando, FL 32832 

To give in Canada, click here or send a check payable to Pioneers with a note attached that your gift 

is for the LTC/account number 33340 to  

Pioneers, 1 Byron Ave., Dorchester, ON N0L 1G2 

http://www.liliastrottercenter.org
http://www.manybeautifulthings.com
https://give.pioneers.org/p-95-lilias-trotter-center.aspx
https://pioneers.ca/give/give-online

